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C^P-        As soon as the two fleets met, the caravels discharged

^^----. all their guns at the Moorish flagship, which led the van,

A.D. and with the first discharge the mast of the flagship was
1002. brought down. Vicente Sodre's caravels continued firing
broadsides, and speedily three of the large Moorish ships
were sunk. They continued their course, and, having
passed the first squadron, they met the second squadron
of the enemy, consisting of more than a hundred sail,,
principally sambuks, commanded by the Moor Coja
Casern. Meanwhile Vicente Sodre's vessels went after
his caravels and engaged Coja Casern's flagship. The
Moorish vessels, not being so heavily armed as those of the
Portuguese, the latter did great havoc, and so harassed
the Moors that they began to make for the shore to avoid
further damage. Upon this, the first squadron returned
to their relief; but these were also very severely handled,
and as they came to close quarters the Moors jumped
overboard to escape. One vessel which was deserted, and
captured by the Portuguese, was found to contain a vepji
rich cargo, and a number of women and children, all .be-;
longing to Coja Casern, besides several other women be-
longing to rich Moors. In this vessel was an image of
Mahomed, of solid gold and jewels, which Vicente Sodre
took, together with some pretty girls, as a present for the
Queen; but the rest of the women and merchandise he
left to his captains and sailors. After having thus dis-
persed the Calicut fleet (many of which were sunk and
more burnt) Sodre again went after some of the largest of
the vessels, and on the approach of his fleet the Moors on
board all leaped overboard, and swam for the land. He
then took the deserted ships in tow, and when off Calicuto
he fastened them all together, and, having set them on firei,
turned them to drift towards the shore. Vicente Sodr^
then proceeded with his fleet to Cananor, where he met da
Gama, who had already arrived there with his homeward-
bound vessels.

Having made all the necessary arrangements with re-